RAPP'S ALSACIAN FRANKNESS.             401
"two aides de camp has risen higher than the other.    Kapp a,n Alsaciau. frankness which always injured him.1
Several instances of this will be found in Kapp's Memoirs, which maycility had paralyzed everything, and who had fled and been constantly beaten, from the Adriatic to Mont Ct-nis. The Prince of Liechtenstein begged to return to render an account of his mission to General Melas. He came back in the evening, and made many observations on the hard natimj of the conditions. " Sir," replied the First Consul, in a tone of marked impatience, " carry my final determination to your General, and return quickly. It is irrevocable ! Know that I am as well acquainted with your position as you are yourselves. I did not begin to learn the art of war yesterday. You are blocked up in Alessandria ; you have many sick and wounded; you are in want of provisions and medicines. I occupy the whole of your rear. Your finest troops are among the killed and wounded. I might insist on harder conditions; my position -would warrant me in so doing; but I moderate my demands in consideration of the gray hairs of your General, whom I respect."
